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Rationale for the research

Expansion by natural regeneration is important*

Guidance on best management practices is required

Fussy species:

shade intolerant- bare ground/short sward

but

susceptible to browsing/grazing when young

Useful management practices?? 

a) release from heavy grazing pressure, 

b) ground disturbance in areas where there is little browsing/grazing

c) summer grazing by cattle.

*UKBAP Target: Achieve natural regeneration of juniper populations at sites 

under direct conservation management



04/06/20103

Trials and Monitoring
Site Management NVC

Dorback 4a Scarification

No herbivores

Improved 

U4

Dorback 13a Scarification

No herbivores

U4

Fungarth SSSI Summer cattle grazing 

(May- Sept- 0.4LSU/ha)

U4/U20

Ballyoukan SSSI  Summer cattle grazing 

(May- Sept- 0.4LSU/ha)

U4/M25/

W11

Pentland Hills Scarification

plus and minus 

herbivores

U4/H10
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Trials and Monitoring

Stand of juniper bushes 

next to where 

management applied

Healthy bushes, mix of 

male and females with 

berries


