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THINK GLOBAL, ACT LOCAL: FROM RIO TO TAYSIDE

Britzin was one of the |53 countnes to sign the ‘Comention on Biclogical Desersiy’ at the Bio Barth Summit in 1992
The international document requires each sipnatary 1o "develop national stratepies, plans or programmes for the con-
servation and sustaingble wse of bsodeeersity™.

Arsing from the Earth Summit pledge, the British Covernment published its LK Blodiversity Adtion Plan (L& BAP} in
1934, A total of 391 of the rarest speoes and 45 of the most threatened habitats within the UK now have a UK Biod-
versity Actan Plan cuthining national conservation targets and the actions required to mest them, These ane now being
rmptemented country-wide; throughout the UK approeamately |#D biodisersty partnerships hase been set up in recent
YESIE

During 1996 the Scotiish Bodiversity Group was formed 1o overses the implementation of the releant UK BAPs in
Sootland. Mow the Soottish Biodnersity Forum, its membership includes statutory and non-statutory organesations from
awery wide range of seclors. It gves 2 stratsge overview of the habitats and species under threat in Scotland and
provides a central liason pomt for everyone irvolved in the biodsversity process.

All Scottish local authonty arsas are now committed to preparing a Local Bodiversty Acton Plan (LBAF). Some are
county-based; others - including Highland and Tayside - cover 2 much wader area. A few local authorties are integrating
the process inlo an exsting service such as Planning and Development or Community Planning Other partnerships ane
being co-ordinated by a Biodiversty Progect Officer who may or may not be local authonty based, In some areas the
LEAP Officer i based in different partners’ offices such as Morth-East Scothand which is W T-based. or in the Carn-
gorms which is within the Cairnporms Partnership.

The national action required is ambitiows and to be sucoessfully put into practice rrust be assimilated into work gready
bemg undertaken by statwiory and non-statuiory bodics alke. Mational targets need to be tanslated inte fooussed ool
action and consideration ghen to these threatened or highly valued pecies and habrtats mportant 1o the regan but not
hsted as natsonalky or mternatonaly important in the UE BAH

The Taysde Biodrersty Partnership first met in 1998 and within a year had prepaned its audit of speoes and habdats,
Six sub-groaps with mermbers drawn from ac broad an acdisnce 20 petgable developead the first tranche of Habitst
Actian Plans (HAPs). Each Plan identifies the kocal action needed to safepuard the habitat topether wath named Lead
Fartners and Partners responsitle for taking the work foraward,

Aith a 15 pear ifespan the Plans will need to be regulary checked - & key part of the bisdiversity process has to be the
ronitorng and review o agreed actions. The successiul implermentation of these will require a workeng partnertep of
local communities, industry, commence and indiidusls. Several HAPs may well have to be completely updated &= mare
inforrnation becames availsble or the actions are achieved and new targets =t
Biodiversity corsarvation is an exremely dynamic process invohang 3 vast range of people wha can 21 maie an indnid
ual difference. Tayside is already preparing its second tranche of both Habitat and Species Action Plans and by remaining
flesdble can respond 1o charges = local palicy and the ervaranment it
The rmast important word inthe whole process is'action’. Withouwt a concerted effiort from everyons to consare
our kocal biodversity nathing will be adeeved and the LBAP will be just another document left n prstine condition on
niumneroLs bookshobses
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