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RAFTS recently gained knowledge that the funding applications submitted have been
successfull  Over £900k of funding and in-kind support has been secured from the
University of Aberdeen, Scottish Natural Heritage, 12 Fisheries Trusts, The Tubney
Charitable Trust, the Scottish Government and European Community Cairngorms, Highland,
Moray, Rural Aberdeenshire and Rural Tayside Local Action Groups LEADER 2007-2013
Programme

We now have one of (if not, the) largest invasive species control projects in the world! Thank
you to all our volunteers who provided letters of support, we could not have achieved this
without you.

The new project commences January 2011 but will not be fully staffed until April, until then
Sarah Atkinson and Helen Gray will be able to assist with any queries. Helen won't be
working in January, but we do have stores across the area, which you can collect kit from-
details later on. We have had to say good-bye to Lois Canham, NW Highlands Project
Officer as she is off to pastures new, working in ecological consultancy.

As part of the new project we are sending all volunteers and landowners forms to complete
giving consent to having mink rafts and traps on their land and so we have a record of raft
locations and who monitors them. These will be posted out in the coming weeks. They are
not compulsory to complete, but it would greatly help our record keeping and these forms
will be held in the strictest confidence.
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Trapping in winter?

Some people are able to continue their
trapping in winter, which is great! but it can
be arduous in snowy weather. To increase
your chances of catching any mink we
recommend baiting the trap during winter.
Mixing salt into the clay mix also reduces
freezing temperature and makes it possible
to continue monitoring despite frost

Mink, like all animals are on a tight energy
budget spending all their spare time
searching for food in winter, so much more
likely to encounter and enter a trap with fish

North East Update- Sarah Atkinson

| would like to start by saying thank you to all my volunteers for their kind wishes and assistance
during my recovery from injury over the summer. | have now made a full recovery and have been
out and about over the autumn, assisting in trapping during the juvenile dispersal- until the
recent snow falls and freezing temperatures!

There has been a few more captures on the River Ythan, but no evidence of any breeding and
the number of immigrants is lower than last year which is a good sign. Further signs of water
voles have also been seen- which is fantastic news! However, a suspected sign of a dispersing
mink up near Rothienorman, indicating that vigilance is still needed even when it appears an
area has no mink.

The River Ugie between Mintlaw and Peterhead is being emptied of mink - with a total of 13
mink caught since April! More work is still needed on this catchment; please get in touch if you
are able to help. Sarah is also giving a community talk with a full update on our progress on
Tuesday 18" January at the Loch of Strathbeg visitors centre starting at 7pm. Refreshments
available, all welcome.

There has been fewer captures on the River Dee this autumn, with evidence of one litter having
escaped our attention (for at time!). High river levels have also affected trapping efforts.
However, four mink were caught on the Muchalls burn near Stonehaven, well within mink
dispersal reach of mink from neighbouring catchments. | suspect these arrived through coastal
dispersal.

Even though it is early days and we are from having achieved full coverage on the River Don a
few mink have been caught across the catchment. Jamie Urquhart- former NE Project Officer-
has set 10 new rafts around Sauchen. There are still a lot of sightings around Inverurie and
Kintore, and higher up the River Urie. We will fully tackle the Don this year so as to dry up the
supply of dispersers. If you would like to get involved working in this area please contact Sarah.




