
Saving our Swifts 2025
Daniele Muir, Tayside Swifts/ 

Perthshire Wildlife



Swift Conservation Projects
• Raise awareness of swifts across 

area and undertake Citizen Science 

swift surveys through working with 

various groups, schools, churches 

and communities

• Use this information to update Swift 

Priority Area map and SwiftMapper; 

conserve existing nest sites and 

recommend new nestbox locations

• Provide advice and nestboxes to 

residents; ensure nestboxes are 

monitored

• Work with Planners, 

developers and contractors

















Microsoft Word - SNH Swift Best Practice Report v2.docx

https://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-SNH-Swift-Best-Practice-Advice-Note.pdf


Now, in 2025, we have 1,044 followers on Facebook!

Projects – Swifts – Tayside Biodiversity

https://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/get-involved/projects/projects-swifts/


Our 5th Swift Newsletter August 2023 – Tayside Biodiversity

And our recent Tayside Swifts E-News - SPECIAL EDITION –

TAYSIDE SWIFTS E-News: MAY 2025

https://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/2023/09/12/swift-newsletter-august-2023/
https://mailchi.mp/0666dd5bb365/summer2021-8332148?e=2b8f406bff
https://mailchi.mp/0666dd5bb365/summer2021-8332148?e=2b8f406bff




Angus Swift Projects

• Kirriemuir

• Edzell

• Carnoustie

• Forfar

• Angus 

Coastal 

Towns 

ongoing



Kirriemuir Town Centre Swift 

Conservation Project

Funded by Kirriemuir Conservation Area 

Regeneration Scheme



• Guided walks

• Checking planning 

applications

• Drop in sessions, library

• School visits

• Talks in Care Homes

• CARS training days

• Kirriemuir Charette

• Banners/ leaflets on 

display in town

• 95 nestboxes erected – 

115 nest sites



Kirriemuir Charettes













Contact info@sustainablekirriemuir.co.uk for 2025 events

mailto:info@sustainablekirriemuir.co.uk


Forfar Swift Conservation

• Supported by Angus Council's 

Town Centre Fund

• Coincided with Covid but we 

continued until 2022!

• Nestboxes installed all over town, 

including two schools

• Training session for council 

architects and planners





Angus Coastal Towns - Montrose



Customs House, Montrose Port 

Authority

5 inbuilt swift bricks





Angus Coastal Towns - 
Arbroath



Angus Coastal Towns - 
Carnoustie



Angus Coastal Towns - 
Monifieth



Angus walks this summer:

• Carnoustie – 3rd 

July

• Monifieth – 4th 

July

• Montrose – 17th 

July

• Arbroath – 18th 

July

• All meeting at 

8.30pm
www.Facebook.com/TaysideSwifts 

http://www.Facebook.com/TaysideSwifts


Swift survey and training –    

nice and easy! 
• Date (dry summer 

evening/ morning)

• Location

• Type of building

• Number of swifts

• Swifts v Swallows and 

Martins and nest sites

• Screaming party - likely 

to be nesting close by

• Nest sites?

• Put onto SwiftMapper! Swift Mapper

https://www.swiftmapper.org.uk/


Current projects in Perth & 

Kinross - Blairgowrie







Say Goodbye to the Swifts



Inchture Church, Carse of 

Gowrie

















Biodiversity Villages & Towns

59 swift nest boxes 

installed across Perth & 

Kinross – town halls, 

churches, schools, 

health centre, public 

toilet, private homes 

and farms





Industrial Estates and Business 
Parks



Nestbox design







Tayside Swifts videos:

• https://vimeo.com/198993788/477aef0042

• https://vimeo.com/239963206

https://vimeo.com/198993788/477aef0042
https://vimeo.com/239963206


Photos by:

• Martin Ridley

• Geoff Moy

• Mark Smyth

• Andrew Rogers

• Bev O’Lone

• Daniele Muir

• Nick McKinlay

• Swift Conservation



Thank you!
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