SWIFT INVENTORY 2009 - STATISTICS

National Overview

Total number of records in Swift Inventory (all records, all years): 11,407
Total number of Screaming Party records: 7,587
Total number of nest site records: 3,820

Total number of records submitted to the 2009 Swift Inventory: 6,774
Number of screaming party records submitted: 4,460
Number of nest site records submitted: 2,314

Compared to other RSPB swift surveys:

Number of records from the 2007 RSPB Swift Survey 3,302
Number of records from the 2008 Homes for Wildlife survey 317

Breakdown by county:

Total number of English records in the Swift Inventory: 9,206
Total number of Scottish records in the Swift Inventory: 1,044
Total number of Welsh records in the Swift Inventory: 425
Total number of Irish records in the Swift Inventory: 232

Summary of responses to the 2009 Swift Inventory
(Note that many of the respondents did not answers all of these questions)

What type of building are the swifts nesting in? (2050 responses)
e House 77%
e Church 4%
e Other 20% (Quite a lot of schools and flats)

When was the building the swifts are nesting in built? (1694 responses)
e Before 1919 51%

e 1919-1944 25%
e 1945-1968 10%
e After 1968 14%

How long have the swifts been nesting here? (1619 responses)

e Lessthan 1 year 10%

¢ More than 1 year 37%

e More than 10 years 52%
(Note that this is probably biased by people’s observation times. Many people have
not had the opportunity to watch a nest for 10 years)

Is the nest site threatened? (1725 responses)

e No 78%
e Yes 16%
e Already lost 3%
e Don’t know 3%



Are there artificial swift nest sites present? (1683)

e No 87%
e Yes 4%
e Don’t know 9%

Use of artificial nest sites by swifts:

e Details were provided about 204 artificial nests. 40% of these were occupied
by swifts.

Some Other Statistics

Popularity

> 15,000 visitors to the Swift Inventory webpage
> 3,000 downloads of the nest recording form
> 800 emails received on the weekend of the press release
Wildlife enquires handled:
o 300 swift-related telephone calls
o 85 swift-related emails and letters

Data Management Issues
The volume of responses

5,357 records sent by email

1,212 records were submitted by post

The swifts email box to crash three times, and its storage size was ultimately
increased by 200% (from 50 MB to 150 MB).

Time taken to collate the data

Time spent preparing the Swift Inventory:
o 600 RSPB staff hours
o 200 volunteer hours

Lack of geographic detail in the records

1,100 records did not contain a full postcode, and geographic information needed
to be added manually.

93 records could only be mapped at 10 km resolution, due to a lack of geographic
detail. This is unlikely to high enough precision to be useful in swift conservation.
44 records were removed from the inventory, as they could not be mapped at all.



