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What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity encompasses the whole variety of life; it is all living things fram the tiny
garden ant to the giant redwood tree. You will find biodiversity evenswhere, in
window boxes and wild woods, roadsides and rain forests, snow field and seashaore.

The broad aims of the Tayside Local Biodiversity Action Plan

- To co-ordinate existing actions, as well as initiating and co-ordinating new
actions;

- To conserve and enhance the region’s biodiversity, taking into account both local
and national prioritiss.

Tayside Biodiversity Partnership Members
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CHAIRMAN'S FOREWORD

A major step forward in the local biodiversity process was the publication of the Action Plan in
2002, Since then all the Partners have been busy implementing the 400 actions and, as this
Feport shows, the first yvear of implementation has been a particularly busy one.

The report that follows gives a brief overview of what the Parthership has achieved in the past
twealye months. A lot of discussion is going on behind the scenes and many more projects, not
mentioned in this Kepart, are just getting underway. Although the real "on the ground’ work is
in progress there is still much to achieve in future years.

tAerrill smith

Chairman
Tayside Biodiversity Partnership

FROM RIO TO TAYSIDE—THE BACKGROUND TO WHERE WE ARE NOW

In 1992 the UK Gowvernment signed the International Convention on Biological Diversity at the
Rio Earth Summit. There are now UK Biodiversity Action Plans in place far the conservation and
praomotion of 391 rarest species and 45 of the most threatened habitats in Britain. The Scottish
Biodiversity Forum owversees those that occur in scotland with the assistance of the Local
Biodiversity Partnerships - of which Tayside is one.

In 2002 the first tranche of the Tayside Local Biodiversity Action Plan [TLBAP) was published,
focussing on 18 Habitat Action Plans that featured both national and local priorities. A further
tranche of Habitat and Species Action Plans will follow in the future.

Biodiversity conservation is an extremely dynamic process invalving a vast range of individuals
and organisations all striving to make a difference. Successful implementation of our chosan
400 actions is involving a working partnership of local communities, industry, commerce and
individuals.

CO-ORDINATOR'S INTRODUCTION TO THE BIODIVERSITY PROCESS IN TAYSIDE

The partnership of organisations responsible for writing and then implementing the Tayside
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (TLBAP) includes the statutory bodigs: Scottish Matural Heritage,
the Farestry Commission, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, plus the three local
authorities Angus, Dundee City, and Perth & Kinross.  In addition there are many
non-governmental organisations such as the Mational Trust for Scotland, Scottish Agricultural
College [SAC), the Famming and Wildlife Advisory Group [FWAG), Mational Farmers® Union
scotland  [MFU Scotland), the Scottish Rural Property and Business Association, the Foyal
society for the Protection of Birds [RSPB) and the Scottish Wildlife Trust.

Mow we hawve reached the implemeantation stage the Lead Partners for each of the actions are @
becoming wery much part of the wider Biodiversity Partnership. For instance, we are liaising

with the Deer Commission for Scotland, the various District Fisheries, community groups, the j"
British  Trust for Conservation Wolunteers, land managers and numerous  wvoluntany
environmental organisations, including the Broughty Ferry Environmental Group and the Alyth \&
Environmental Group.

5% Habitat sub-groups wera put in place at the outset to assist the Partnership’s Steering %ﬂ
GGroup. The membership of these groups is naturally changing as the preparation of the Action



W& Wbix§ B b &Y

Plans is replaced by the implementation of the actions. Some groups are meeting less often,
although smaller project sub-groups are being set up to specifically oversee new projects. This
is working especially well with the Barn Cwl Interest Group which includes the MTS, SAC and
FidAG. Other groups are meeting regularly and some are using the “Building Better Biodiversity™
series of seminars to take their subject out to awider audience.

An Education sub-group has exceeded all expectations as it is proving to be an extremely useful
networking tool reaching groups of people who have hitherto not been engaged in the
biodiversity process.

We are still at the very beginning of the action implementation and the Partnership’s member-
ship will continue to change to accommaodate the local bindiversity process. However as the
Three Year Review proved, much work behind the scenes from the year 2000 is now coming to
fruition by the real action now being undertaken.

This report highlights just a few of the biodiversity actions recently carried out by the widaer
partnarship.

Catherine Lloyd
Tayside Biodiversity Co-ordinatar

Tayside dap

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution of civil proceedings. Perth & Eiwoss Council.
Licence mamber 100013259, 2004,
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MONITORING AND REPORTING

1% Tranche Feedback - 17 Lead Partners replied out of 38 in the first round of monitoring (Cctober
2003 and 15 Lead Partners replied out of 38 in the second round [March 2004) . The statistics be-
lowy may not therefore be representative of the Partnership as a whole.

Surmrnary of progress on all 407 actions

LIST OF LEAD PARTNERS UNDERTAKING ACTIONS N THE 1°7 TRANCHE OF THE TAYSIDE LOCAL

BIODIVERSITY ACTIONPLAM

ANZINg Garoups [via SEHA)

Angs Councl [Inc Rarger Senice|

Ange Farmming and Waldlife Adviony Group [FARG)
Angs & Dundee Tourst Board

Barm v Inferest Group

Ereadalbane Deer hanagernent GGroup [DhAG] - fiommerty the WiestRannoch DhAG and East Glen Lyon DhiG
Brougnty Ferry Environmental Project [BFEF)

Caimgormms Mational Park [Biodiversity Parnership)

Deer Cornrnsion far Scotland

Diset Salmon Fishernes Board

Diny Stone Wialling Association

Dundee City Council [nc Ranger Service|

East Grarmplan DG

Farrm Business Developrment Scherme [via SEERAD)
Forestry Comrrssion inc, Forestry Industry Claster Group)
Forest Enterpree

thinktry of Defence

NFL Scotland

Mational Trust forscotland [MTS)

Pertn o Kinross Councl [inc Fanger Service|

Perthshire FihiG

Perthshire Tourst Board

Royal Society for the Protection of Binds [F=PE)

Scotteh Agncultural College [SAC)

Scotteh and Southern Energy

SCOThEn Enterpree Tayside

Scotteh Environment Protection Agency [incuding SEPA Habitat Enhancerment [rbatve)
Sootteh Executie Emaronment and Rural Affairs Depariment [SEERRD)
Sootteh Golf Course Wildite Group

Scotieh Nate Vibods

SoottEh Matural Herntage [SMH)

sooteh Fural Property and Business Association

Scotteh Water

Scotteh vildife Trust [SWT)

Tay Estuary Forum

Tay=ide Biodmersity Parnership

Wiest Grampian DG

VTV 2N Ve Tands 1 st
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TAKING ACTION FOR BIODIVERSITY—HABITAT REVIEW

Coasts and Estuaries

. Estuaries

. Maritime Cliffs and Slopes
. Sand Dunes

One project that would not have started without the
impeatus of the Tayside Local Biodiversity Action Plan
(TLBAP] was the Barry Buddon Tern Project. The project
was launched early in the wyear and one chick was
ultimately found - the first in decades. The project was a
trug partnership ong involving the DCC Rangers, Dundee
College, Mo, Errol Brick, B&Q, volunteers and a local
school.  Initially there were problems with sourcing
funding and finding sufficient volunteers to take on tasks,
but it is hoped a small group will be formed to take the
project forward in 2004,

The Angus Council Rangers also led guided walks along ||
Arbroath Cliff to raise awareness of its biodiversity. A
footpath leaflet is now planned.

Work was carried out at Easthaven to create amaore
favourable habitat for its current population of the rare
Greater Yellow Rattle; the Dundee Conservation Volunteers
took this forward.

E R D
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Farmland

. Calcareous and Base-rich Grassland
. Farm Buildings

. Hedgerows and Treelines

. 5tone Dykes

. Wet Grassland

Butterfly Conservation, with the Angus Kanger Service, started a
Small Blue Butterfly Survey in 2003 to ascertain if the species is still
present inland. It is found on the Angus coast, but sightings of this
tiny butterfly on fanmland have not been confirmed lately.  Work
will continue during 2004,

The three-year Tayside Barn Owl Survey was launched during
Mational Mestbax Yeek in 2003, This was in response to an action in
the Famm Buildings Habitat Action Plan to aorganise a survey to
determine which fanm buildings are utilised by barn owls and to also
encouragde landowners to refain or create suitable foraging
habitat close to fanm buildings.

Filot projects in different arsas are now weall under way - Glan
Errochty [NTS], River Tay [SAC and Perth FWAG) and the Angus
Glens  [Angus PWAG). 5o far there has been wery positive
feadback from both the public and landowners with birds an their
land. A good number of sightings have been reported.

The local community has been involyed in the Glen Errochty
project where exparimental work is underway to find if recyclad
plastic soap barrels make suitable nestboxes. A number of
nestboxes have been provided for the project north of Perth in the Tay Valley. The
Angus Glens project is also invalving a wide range of people - with wood donated by a
local sawmill, a wide wvariety of wolunteers making boxes and fammers with suitable
habitats providing sites for interior or external nestboxes. Individual organisations hawve
also been raising awareness of the project with talks being given at several meetings.

Angus FWWhAG and the Scottish Wildlife Trust held a
very successful public walk at Mains of Dun, Montrose
(by permmission of the Mational Trust for Scotland)
where wet grassland management was highlighted.

Angus FWAG [with Angus Council sponsorship] also
ran a half day's Contractors' Hedge Trimming
Demonstration. sevantegn  people, including
fammers, estate workers, hadge cutting and planting
contractors and Local Autharity staff, attended this.

A separate ‘Hedge Day’ attracted a further 22 peaople
and included famers, contractors and a wide variety
of Local Authaority staff. The event attracted
interest fram FPerthshire, Fife and Aberdeenshire.
Thare was gxcellent press coverage both before and
after the two events and the Morth Lanarkshire
Biodiversity Officer who attended both days went on
to hold a very succassful Hedge Day in his own area.
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Upland
. Montane

. Upland Heath

Mary Upland sub-group members took part in the NTS Ben Lawers Open Day and Field Walk
during the summer. |t proved an excellent networking event.

The Perthshire Tourist Board funded 23,000 *YWhere to bee ¥Wildlife in Perthshire™ posters to be
inserted in bedroom folders throughout Central Scotland
[highlighting Perthshire’s rich bindiversity to wisitors in the [ JREEREETHEEIR RIS
Tayside, Trossachs, Grampian, Central and Lothians areas). | e
130,000 copies of the ‘Explore Perthshire 2004 [MNature and 5 e
Wiildlife Section)” booklet will also be distributed in the future.

Background research is ongoing to resource funds to take actions
forward. As many of the issues listed in the TLBAP are
scotland-wide ones, national links are being made to the
scottish Biodiversity Forum’s Rural Land LUse sub-group and the
scottish Moorland Forum.
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Urban and Built Envirenment

. Built and Developed Emvironment
. Businesses with Land

. Golf Courses

The Broughty Ferry Environmental Project’s biodiversity mosaic was officially launched in the
spring of 2003, |t has since received a special award
certificate at a Civic Trust Awards ceramony. A thousand
postcards weare produced for sale and further mosaic wark- [§§
shops are now being planned.

All three local authorities are taking into consideration the
action to incorporate the conservation and enhoncemment
of wildlife into the design, manggement agnd maintenance
of urban greenspace - Angus Council is taking this forward
with  schools  and  community  councils  [including  a
community woodland and orchard planted at Murmoes).
(arass cutting regimes are being reviewed in both Angus
and Perth and Kinross Council areas. In Perth and Kinross school grounds enhancement
(including Longforgan and Abernyte Primarny schools) is forging ahead, as is a *Green Graveyard
Initiative’ with an ambitious pilot project being planned in three urban burial grounds [the
historic Grayfriars and Kinnoull graveyards in Perth and
the Kirkgate in Kinross).

In Dundee a Red Squirrel ‘Biodiver-City’ Project has
been launched - together with a publicity video - as part les
of a wider Dundes Ked Squirrel Strategy. Local people \
have been helping the Dundee Fangers in carrying out v
SUMVey work.

Angus Council’s pilot project - *The Sheltered Housing
Bird Table and Mestboxes Scheme’ has been wvery k
successful - by the end of 2003 six housing complexes (§
had been involved and mare are planned in future years.
Fun by the Ranger Service in conjunction with
residents and staff there is potential to
involve scout groups and other youth groups.
Costs, covered by SMH and Angus Council,
hawve amounted to approximately £150 per
unit.

The issue of invasive plant species is ane that
will need major funding in the future; it is
becoming a significant problem  throughout
much of the region. Two habitat sub-groups
have discussed possible ways forward and a pilot project is now planned on the Dighty Burn

(involyving Angus and Dundee City Councils as well as the local community].  In the first phase of

the project a survey of the Glant Hogweed and Japanese Knotweed along the riparian banks will @

be carried out. During 2003 local people were involved in a project at Forfar Loch to help
reduce another invasive species, the Himalayan balsam. An awareness-raising programme and
cantrol programme for invasive species will be considered for the future.

The Tayside Local Patch Project [Wildlife on your Doorstep] continued into its second year; the &
sunvey - to engage the public in urban biodiversity recarding - has resulted in over 200 survey

formms being completad. All schools within Tayside received a copy of the leaflet and University @Q
of the 3rd Age members were keen to take part in the survey.  Angus Rangers at Crombie o
Country Park adapted the forms to create maore interest for schools and held a number of ﬁ,
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identification ewvents for teachers. The Angus Countryside Initiative also circulated the
leaflets in its discovery boxes.

To link with the Local Patch FProject, Broughty Ferry
Ervironmental Project launched its “Zoom™ biodiversity survey in
the Mew Year with funding of £10,000 from Communities
scotland., Based on the Dighty Burn, communities will be
involved in surveying their local patch and this will tie in with the
Ivasive Plant Specias survay.

Faising awareness of biodiversity issues to industry is just
beginning in Tayside. Liaison with businesses is growing - a
meeting with Scottish & Southern Energy resulted in  their
Employess Manual having a biodiversity section; this has been
circulated to 9,500 staff throughout Britain. A meeting with
Aggregate Industries ensured that a number of sand martin
barrels were eracted at two quarries and a barn owl project set
up at a third quarny.

E R D
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Water and Wetlands

. Mesotrophic Lochs

. Rivers and Burns

. 5tanding Open Water

*Salmaon in the Classroom’ - based on a past Dumfries and Galloway initiative, secured private
funding of £3,000 has enabled a similar project to be launched in Angus. This will act as a
pilot for SKH's Scotland- wide LIFE project. The Angus Ranger
service has been working with the Council’s Education Depart-
ment in taking the pro- ject forward in four schools.

ER D
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Woodland
. Mative Pinewoods
. Upland ODakwoods

The tourism industry is already raising awareness of biodiversity to all its visitors, service
providers, operatives and staff and more partnership working is now becoming commonplace.
Project ideas have been supplied to Parthshire Tourist Board staff so that they can become
involved in learning maore about their local biodiversity.

An upgrade of interpretation was undertaken at the NTS" Killlecrankie Yisitor Centre. The Linn
af Tummel YWildlife Enhancement Project will also be used as a case study site for the TLBAP.
The ‘Perthshire Big Tree Country’ continues to promote local heritage trees and in 2003
attracted HLF support to protect and promote the most important g<amples.

% ¥

The Forestry Commission expended some £120,000 on fence removal in '
capercaillie hotspots' in Perth and Kinross. A Black Grouse Adviser has s
now started waorking with the R5PB, part-funded by SMH. .,@i"

Forest Enterprise removed conifers from the Laggan Oakwood [Comrie |2
Woods] at a '
cost of
£12,000,

e
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WINNING A WIDER AUDIENCE

The Media

The Partnership’s achisvernents were highlichted in articles and press releases throughout the
year, especially in the Perthshire Advertiser, Courier, Green Diary, Rowan Tree, FAWN [the
SWT's newsletter for Fife & Kinross members), 1°7 Class [the Health Promotion newsletter for
schools in Tayside] and Perthshire Tourism Matters. An article in the MNational Eco-congregation
Mewsletter led to an interview on Heartland Fé Radio.

Fegular articles were also included in the UK Biodiversity Mews and Scottish Biodiversity Farum’s
Local Biodiversity Partnerships® Mewsletter. The article in the UK Biodiversity Mews on Swift
Mest Conservation was very well received and resulted in enquiries coming from as far away as
Wiorcestershire and Cambridgeshire. Inter-LBAP liaison continued for the rest of the year
because of the articles and contacts weare
made with a nunber of English and YWelsh
LBAP Partnerships.

The Agricultural Calendar, published by
the Scottish  Biodiversity Forum’s
Agricultural Sub-Group, was circulated to
22,500 farmers and landowners throughout
scotland.  Tayside’s Barn Owl Project was
featured for the maonth of May.

Display Boards

Une set of display boards toured a variety
of sites in the east of the area, including
the foyer of Tayside House; warious
Oundee libraries, the McManus Galleries, Dundee Botanic Gardens, the Dundee Flower Festival,
the Angus Glens Walking Festival booking office and the Angus Show.

The second set toured all the Parth and Kinross libraries, plus a few of the Perthshire and Angus
Tourist Infomation Centres and the Birnam Institute.

The new ‘banner’ style set was first used at the SMH Famming, Farestry and MNatural Heritage can-
farence in Pitlochry and has since been used on an ad hoc basis at a number of shows and
avents.

Linking to National Events

The Partnership was also a major player in running events for Mational Backyard Biodivarsity Day
over the Midsummer weekend. These events weare linked to the ‘Logo Landscape’ photographic
project run by Broughty Ferry Environmental Project [BFEP] and the relaunch by Angus Ranger
Senvice of the Local Patch Survey in schools. Angus Council also provided a number of geodiver-
sity events to link with Scottish Geology Week .

Institute of Environmental Management & Assessment. Shorter talks were arranged for the
Angus Environment Strategy Group and the Perth & Kinross Council Planning Department.  [n
October Angus FWAG kindly stepped in to give a biodiversity talk to ower 120 members of the

Presentations
A number of presentations were given during the year, ong of the most successful being to the
University of the 3 Age. %B

11
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Meeting and Invobving the Public

BFEP continued its Swift & Swallow Survey and ran a “YWalk with
an EBExpert” evening where Clare Darleston of Concern for Swifts SW|FT ( >
(Scotland] gawve a guided walk and talk. The NTS and the Angus 4
and DCC Kanger Services continued their Swallow, Swift and SW,QLLOW
House Martin Survey in the Pitlochry, lowland Angus and Dundeg SE MA

areas raspectively. At the request of a local volunteer, Charlie HOU RT'N
MacPhersan, the generic survey fomm was improved and copies NEST SURVEY
widely circulated in the Scone area. Mr MacPherson’s article
about swifts in both the Courier and the Perthshire Advertiser|] ...
resulted in 11 enguiries to the Partnership alone.

'Go Wild in the Garden’ - requests from Partners for a local
poster led to the preparation of a simple full-colour leaflet and
A3 laminated poster for use at various shows and events during
2003, These complemented the SMH Garden for Life leaflets
which were in short supply.

1154 i3s i3
Tafgiafadadaliailiadsds S :

Angus FWAG and the Angus Countryside
Initiative donated exhibition space in their
Angus  Show marquee; the two-day  event (|
proved to be a wvery useful exercize in
publicising the TLBAP and in particular, the
Barn Cwl Interest Group’s projects.

Likewise Dundee City Council donated space for|§
the Partnership to be present at the Dundee
Spring Flower  Show, The stand’s theme
“Plants to Encourage Moths, Butterflies and
Birds™ proved very popular with adults and
children alike and created interest for Mational
Moth Kight in mid-April.  Owar 120 enquirigs
weare fielded over the two days, nearly 20
people introducing themselves as “Local Patch Surnveyars™.

Landmark Return for Bird of Prey

The first osprey of the season recently returned to nest in Scotland for the 50th
year since the birds® re-establishment north of the border. The osprey was
spotted at the Scottish Wildlife Trust®s Loch of the Lowes reserve near Dunkeld.
Confirmed as the same bird that used the site last year, it is her 14th breeding
season; she is at least 15 or 16 wears old,

SWT 15 warking with the Roval Society for the Protection of Birds, the Farestry
Commission Scotland and the Scottizsh Raptor Study Groups to celebrate this
milestone in the history of the species® reintegration into our wildlife, which has
only been possible thanks to the combined efforts of s0 many organisations and
individuals across Scotland over the years,

12
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

The habitat and education sub-groups are encouraging a wider partnership beyond the
Steering Group to contribute to local biodiversity issues in Tayside. Added tao this, a number
of businesses are now taking an interest in our work. This is proving extramely helpful and
more action on the ground is occurring because of it.

The sub-groups welcome anyone with an interest in the subject to join them. Businesses
are increasingly in touch with the Partnership to offer sponsorship to get projects under way
or tocontribute towards publications to raise awarenegss of the different facets of biodiver-
sity. many more are willing to contribute to targets set out within the Tayside Biodiversity
Action Plan be it new hedge planting, restoration of stone dykes or managing their land

more sustainably.

The wider partnership includes:

Agoregate industries

Ministry of Defence

Abgth Environment Group

Murton Trast

Angus Associghion of Voluntary Organisations

Jofr ddair Trust Awea rds

Anous Bat Group

MNational Health Service

Annus College

Perth Bat Group

Angus Countrysiae Infta tve

Herth Collede fincluding Centre for Mouhiain
SHrdies)

Annus Rural Partnership

Perth Countryside Initiative

Annus Squirre! Manarement Group

Ferthshire Housing Association

Atholl Fstabes

Perthshire Squirrel Management Group

Bat Consensation Trust

Perthshire Tourist Bogrd

Botanical Society of the British Isles

Plantlife Internationa!

British Association of Shooting and Conservation

Scottish and Southern Energy

British Deer Society

Scottish Badger Group

Broughby Ferry Environmental Project

Scottish Gamekeepers Association

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers

Scottish Mative Woodlands

British Trust for Ornithology

Scottish Mature

Butterfly Conservation

Scottich Waker

Cairngorms Nationa  Park Axthortby

Stracathro and Carriston Fsintes

Concern for Swifts (Scotland)

Strathmore Farming Company

Deer Commission for Scotland

Strathmore & The Glens Rural Partnership

Dundee Botahic Gardens

Tay Estuary Forum

Dundee Partnership for the Environment

Tay District Salmon Fisheries Board

Fisheries Research Services

Tay Reed Company

Forest Ehterprise

Tay Ringing Group

Froglife

Tayside Badger Group

Gome Conservanoy Trust

Tayside Raplor Study Group

Hegther Trusk

Woodighnd Trust

Highland Perthshire Commuanities Land Trust

13
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NHS

The MNH: have agreed to consider a number of pilot projects to link with the future
*Hospitals, Sheltered Housing and Mursing Homes™ Habitat Action Plan. These are likely to
be in Montrose and/or Brechin, Dundee, and Crieff. There is great potential for a wide-
ranging project at King's Cross Hospital (Dundee], including a sensory garden for the
Children’s Respite Home, a wildflower ‘meadow’ and enhanced areas for both wvisitars and
staff. The Dundee Fanger Service agreed to undertake a baseline survey of the hospital
grounds, liaising with the local Bat Group and making links with the Eed Squirrel Project.

small-scale environmental work by the BTCY has already got underway for a different
biodiversity project at Liff Hospital, by Dundee.

Perthshire Housing Association
The PHA is now working with the Partnership to ensure biodiversity issues are taken into
consideration in their new build operations.

The Murton Trust

Through  direct advice from the

bR
-

w ~, =
Partnership, the Murton Education Trust ?iiﬁﬂﬂJ "‘Gwmw b

secured £51,000 Agoregate Levy funding et 0
for habitat enhancement work at .

Fledmyre, near Forfar. The project is in
its first phase with lochans, native tree
planting  and  species-rich  grassland
already in place, as well as two bird
hides erected by “Kound Square
International® [and  local] volunteers.
Through encouragement by the
Partnership to apply for an HEl Award,
Fledmyre was also shortlisted for its

U AR e

wetland creation waork by SEPA’s Habitat Enhancement Initiative Swards.

Plantlife International
*County Flowers™ was a project set up by Plantlife to enthuse ordinary people about their
local wild flowers and to offer them an opportunity to

choose a flower with a special meaning to them, N
whether rare aor caommaon.  Cwerall, the flower chosen to
represent the whole of the LK was the Bluebell. In
Tayside less well-known plants were chosen: The Alpine
Catchfly for Angus, the Alpine Gentian for Perthshire,
and Holygrass for Kinross-shire. The two alpine plants

are found in the Tayside uplands and are featurad in the £ G‘:zlﬁa |\j,

LBAP;  Holygrass grows on the banks of Loch Leven. Incorporating Biodiversity ""
into o’

Local Authorities Local Services .'

The new ‘Guide to Incorporating Biodiversity within
Local Services’, published in the summer of 2003, was
widely circulated to all local authority departments.
The document iz helping to embed a biodiversity

approach into the day-to-day work of the Councils and a i
number of projects are now being re-focussed fo '4‘|
include biodiversity targets. |ii
|

Y

-
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LEARNING ABOUT BIODIVERSITY

As one of the judges for 2003 Harris Moore Award [run by Perth &

Kinross Council], the Biodiversity Co-ordinator had the opportunity of The
wisiting four finalist schools and to give a presentation at the Award Herris Moore: Award
Ceremony soon afterwards. (An Frv-ruwzn;é;rmc- Award)

In July there was an opportunity to take part in the Broughty Ferry
Environment Project’s *Silvary Threads® Summer Project - which gave
an opportunity to explain the relevance of biodiversity to 14 local
children.

A Guide for Teaching BeSed

The national ‘Backyard Biodiversity Day’ (BBD] was taken up by a
number of Partners across Tayside - the Angus Fanger Service offered
Local Patch events at Arbroath and Kirriemuir Museums; Perth & Kinross
Fanger Service led on a major BED event (hosted by 5hH at Battleby)
with the SWT, NTS and Atholl Kanger Service all involved. The event - the largest of its kind
hield in Scotland - was a great success, involving 289
children from 15 schoaols.

The existence of the Education sub-group has
considerably  widened out  the Partnership
membership which now  includes  representatives
from all the Local Authority education and rangar
senvice departments, Angus and Perth & HKinross
Countryside [Initiatives, Dundee Botanic Gardens,
Broughty Ferry Environmental Project and the John
Muir Trust. The latter is now working closely with
the Partnership to ensure that its Award Scheme
encourages a focus on baoth national and local
biodiversity targets. This in itself is helping dissemi-
nate information to a largar section of the Tayside community and to focus on such avents as
‘Backyard Biodivarsity Day® and ‘Scottish Biodiversity Week®,

“Building Better Biodiversity” Lunch time Seminars and Helf Day Biodiversity Workshops

In May X003 Clare Darleston of Concern for Swifts [Scotland] launched our series of lunch-time
seminars for Local Authority staff, Biodiversity Partners and
guests at the Ranger office in Camperdown Park, Dundee. The
threa local authorities each agreed to host two seminars, so the

next evant took place at Monikie Country Park, courtesy of BDETIER il
Angus Council, on the subject of “Badgers in Tayside”. !J’lf
At the beginning of November Perth & Kinross Council hosted its A new series -
first lunch-time seminar. lan Langford, SMH, gawve a talk on ﬂm'“ﬁ;fd"*m'"m ;
*Planning for Barn Cwis”. Back in Angus, but this time at the holf day training courses |y
Forfar Loch Yisitor Centre, Craig Borland gave a talk in January for '

2004 on “Bats in Bridges and Buildings®. Dundee City Council :a“éﬁ.mpﬁm’.;* N

hosted the March seminar on the subject of *Verges and Wildlife s w |I"‘.'.I
Carridors for Reptiles and Amphibians”. 2y their quests oy | ]

s
W
2
¥

In Movember, Angus FWAG held two events to raise awareness of =
hedge management. The first course - attended by 17 people - was a half day machinerny
demaonstration for private and local autharity contractors, farmers and estate warkers.

The following day 22 people from all over Angus, Grampian, Fife and Perthshire spent a day
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lzarning about the different aspects of hedgerow management. The Tree Council’s new “tree
tag” idea was ‘launched’ to raise awareness of hedgerow trees. All delegates received a
comprehensive Hedge |nformation Pack which included details on managing hedges far
bindiversity.

A grant from the Forestry Commission enabled the first half day seminar to take place at the end
of March in Perth on "The Care and Management of Urban Trees". Forty five Local Authority staff
from all over Central Scotland attended: planners, landscape architects, woodland officers and
countryside rangers from seven local authaorities - Angus, Dundee, Perth & Kinross, Edinburgh,
Morth Lanarkshire, Fife and
Clack mannanshire. & number of ;
Ferthshire Tree Wardens alsoff S L (T
attended, as did sewveral private /1T
consultants and Biodiversity
Partnarship members.  The Perth
Provost chaired the seminar.

Presentations explared the potential
for enhancing the value of woodlands
and trees in housing developments
and road improvements, including the
legislation and knowledge needed tofl = '

safeguard  them. Ouring the oo ﬂ

afternoon, 23 dele@ates JOINEd Lol e e e oo Boe e oh Phceci pbis o i Fark
speakers in a walk and took part in an [ hee o e wees md ek cars and mee e T o aits, Cataris Lioyd. Dataa Seaveight s
open discussion about the challenges [ Semes Ame Yengme Mat Conention Tuath Mrovse oo on mema iy | o e
and opportunities of mature trees in

a potentially urban area.

In all nearly 150 people have attended the first year of training seminars and there has been
axcellent feedback with requests for further events. A second Programme has been introduced
for the rest of 2004,

f6
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TREASURER’S STATEMENT
Tayside Biodiversity Partnership

Revenue Meonitoring Statement For Period To End of March 2004

Remaining Actual Remaining
Budget Spend Budget

as at 1/4/03 to 31,0304 as at 31/03/04
Description £ £ £
Staff Costs
APTC Gross Pays 13,130.00 21732.Mm (8.,602.01)
APTC Mat. Ins. 950.00 1,575.08 {625.08)
APTC Supn. 1,970.00 3,259,580 (1,289.80)
Total Staff Costs 16,050.00 25 AEE.89 {10,516.89)
Training
Training Expenses 100.00 107.79 (7.79)
Conference Allowances 50.00 85.00 {45.00)

15000 20279 (52.79)

Transport Costs
Staff Travel Allowances 0.00 25.60 {25.60)
Car Allowances - APTC 1,000.00 1,136.59 (136.59)
Subsistence - Employees 100.00 202,22 {102.22)
Total Transport Costs 1,100.00 1,364 41 (264.41)
Supplies & Services
Misc. S & 5- P& K Costs 1,960.00 294000 {(980.00)
hisc. 3 & 5 - Other 5,600.00 A BOS.99 8.99)
Fublications 0.00 0.00 0.00
Frotective Clothing 0.00 0.00 0.00
Frinting 6,500.00 1,516.490 4,983.10
General Office Expenses 290.00 120.49 169.51
Advertising General 0.00 0.00 0.00
hdarketing 300.00 305.07 {B8.07)
Total Supplies & Services 14,650.00 10494 45 4,155.55 {’}
Gross Expenditure 31,950.00 a8 52854 (6,678.54) *
Income %&
Contributions from Other Bodies {5,600.00) (14 ,300.00 8,700.00
Miscellaneous Sales 0.00 .00 0.00 @Q
Total Income {5,600.00) (14 ,300.00) 8,700.00 0
Net Expenditure 26,350.00 24 328.54 2,021.46 ﬁ’
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THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This Eeport has been compiled by Catherine Lloyd, Biodiversity Co-ordinator, on behalf of
the Tayside Biodiversity Partnership.

Thanks are extended to the funders and all members of the Tayside Biodiversity
Partnership for their wholehearted support and assistance throughout the past year.
Thanks also go to all the sub-group leaders and membears, as well as the wider partnarship
of organisations and businesses. Special thanks are dus to Lynda Shorthouse for her design
expartise and assistance throughout the year.

Alex Anderson
Fam Coutts
Stewart Kobearts
Alison Andersan
Lesley Duncan
Marrill Smith
Syd House

Mike Strachan
Alister Jones
Carol Littlewood
Fichard Lockett
dohn Miskelly
Karl Munday
Daouglas Flint
Mark Simmaons
Bruce Anderson
Christine Hall
Alan Hendry

Jo Long

Judith Qates
zordon Jubb

Liz Garson
Dawid Mitchell
Lhwva Stoneman

Catherine Lloyd

Current Steering Group

Angus Council

Angus Council

Angus Council

Dundeeg City Council

Dundee City Council

Dundeeg City Council [Chaimman, Tayside Bindiversity Partnarship)
Forestry Commission

Forestry Commission

on behalf of the Forestry Commission

Farmmning and Wildlife Advisory Group [Angus)

Farmning and Wildlife Advisory Group [Perth]

Mational Fanmmers® Union Scotland

Mational Trust for Scotland

Ferth and Kinross Council

Ferth and Kinross Council

Foyal Society for the Protection of Birds

scottish Agricultural College

scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department
scottish Environment Protection Agency

scottish Field Studies Association

scottish Landowners® Federation [now the Scottish Eural Property
and Business Association)

scottish Matural Heritage

scottish Matural Heritage

scottish Wildlife Trust

Tayside Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and

working together is success.
- Henry Ford -
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Further information

Tayside Biodiversity Partnarship,
/0 Perth and Kinross Council Environment Services,
Pullar House, 35 Kinnoull Street,
Perth. PH15GD

Tel: 01738 475273
E-mail: Tayside.biodiversity@ukf.net

Every Action Counts

Picture Credits

Faul Kirkland
Meil Fordyce/Micola Penfold [FYWAG)
Tayside Biodiversity Partnarship
Forestry Commission
Lorne Gill-5MH
The Courier
Perthshire Advertiser
Simon Broad
Kate Farrar
Murton Trust
Carol Littlewood [FAG)
Perth and Kinross Council
Parthshire Tourist Board
SERA
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