
The swift – a special summer 
visitor 

Photos courtesy of London Swifts – www. londons-swifts.org.uk 



Perth & Kinross Council Countryside 
Ranger Service 



Potential of our gardens, parks and 
BUILDINGS! 



Swifts rely on our buildings for 
nesting 



Where do swifts nest? 



Can be difficult to spot a nest site! 



But you’ll be able to hear them! 



Why should we try & help swifts? 

 BTO surveys between 94 & 03 -> 62% 
decline in Scottish populations. 

 

 A major contribution to this decline is 
thought to be loss of nesting & feeding 
sites. 

 

 Climate change? 



What can the public do to help? 

 If you have swifts nesting on your property & 
need to make essential repairs, do it outwith the 
nesting season & ensure the gaps the swifts 
need to access the nest site are left.   

 

 If you don’t have swifts nesting at your property 
but would like to attract them, you can try a 
swift nest box which can be attached to the 
outside of the building. 

 



Swift nest boxes 





 New build houses can 
incorporate ‘swift 
bricks’. 

 

 Take part in the 
survey to help us map 
the distribution of 
swifts in Perth & 
Kinross – it’s very 
simple! 



What we’ve done to help swifts.. 
 Press releases to raise the profile about the 

plight of swifts & the  swift survey 
 Posters advertising swift survey  
 Promotion at local shows & events 
 Guided walks looking (& listening!) for swifts 

and nest sites, and firing up enthusiasm for the 
public to carry out surveys themselves 

 Details in community newsletters, CV newsletter 
 Involvement in swift nestbox trials 
 Work with schools 
 Work with residential homes 



Nest boxes…. 



School projects 



Residential homes 

Plus details in newsletter 



Local architects Muir Associates 

 Designed an eco-
house incorporating 2 
Ibstock terracotta 
fronted swift bricks. 

 Currently working on 
another eco-house 
with swift bricks, near 
Methven. 



Swift summary! 
 Swift numbers have 

fallen dramatically in 
recent years. 

 You can be of 
significant help!  
Internal nestboxes in 
new builds could make 
a huge difference.   

 Try external nestboxes 
where internal not 
possible & record 
success. 

 


