


LATE SPRING/SUMMER

Herbs - Chives, sweet cicely, angelica, borage,
marjoram, rosemary, mint (all varieties), hyssop,
fennel, thyme

Flowers are greatly visited by hoverflies, bees
and butterflies

Snakehead fritillary (native to UK, but not to
Scotland)

Good naturalised in an urban grass situation.
Nectar source for butterflies and other insects.

Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) Never plant the Spanish Bluebell or any of the
hybridised varieties (which tend to be pink,
white or pale blue). Be very careful where
you source the native bluebell corms/seed
(further information available from Plantlife —
www.plantlife.org.uk). Excellent for bees and
butterflies.

Wild Garlic (for a naturalised wooded area where Good for a range of insects, including bees.
the pungent smell is acceptable!)

Crown Imperial lily Provides nectar for blue tits, blackcaps, bees and
bumblebees (a ‘sculptural plant’ - good in pots).

All lilies are poisonous to cats so do not grow if
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Flowering onions (allium giganteum)

Sunflower

Shrubs: Rosemary; Flowering Currant;
Ceonothus, Buddleia

Japanese anemone; Lambs Lugs; Scabious;
Eryngium; Heathers (summer flowering
varieties); Rock Rose; Penstemon; Verbena
Bonariensis

Moth-attractive plants — privet, crab apple,
Tobacco plant, evening primrose, red valerian,
sweet rocket, jasmine, honeysuckle, night-
scented stock, phlox, soapwort.

Dry ground - forget-me-not, aubrietia, harebell,
devil’s bit scabious, coltsfoot, ox eye daisy, corn

cockle, cornflower, corn marigold, poppy

Damp ground - ragged robin, butterbur, lesser
celandine

there are pets nearby.

Great for butterflies, bees and other insects —
looks great grown in the herbaceous border

Birds and bees

Moths and butterflies, bumblebees. Buddleia
can be invasive so site carefully
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Moths and butterflies, bumblebees, and bats
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Dragonflies, moths, butterflies, bumblebees

Bumblebees

Create a mini-meadow with a packet of seeds:

(1) In the spring or autumn, choose an area of bare soil with no weeds, away from the wet or
shade (the poorer the soil, the better) and remove the top 6-7cm of soil to reduce the soil’s
fertility. Rake it into a smooth surface and sow your seeds. Water it.

(2) Or — sow the seeds into pots and grow on a windowsill or in a greenhouse. Plant out as
soon as they are a good size into the mini meadow area you have prepared (as above).



Wood Anemone
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Michaelmas daisy, Ice plant, Lavender,
Candytuft, Hebe, Red valerian, Knapweed,

Caryopteris
Ivy

Hazel, Teazel

Autumn Crocus

An open-woodland plant, excellent as a nectar
plant for bees and other insects (do not plant
the double- flowered varieties - most insects
can't use them)

Bees and butterflies

Bumblebees in spring, birds and bats (nesting/
roosting) in summer; birds and bats (feeding/
hibernating) in winter

Late food for butterflies, moths and birds.
Blossom is excellent in the spring for pollinating
insects.

Mammals and birds

A useful late pollen and nectar source for bees
and bumblebees

Peacock butterfly and bees on late-flowering Michaelmas Daisies — © C A G Lloyd
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