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UK Swift Awareness Week
Catherine Lloyd
Last year saw the very first UK Swift Awareness
Week with Britain and Ireland being the first
countries in the world to dedicate a national
week in support of Swifts. Dozens of local Swift
Groups took part so of course Tayside Swifts
joined in and held events to help publicise this
important initiative.
The Swift is one of the few endangered species
that individuals can help in their own property
and there are many groups across the country working hard to try and halt their dramatic decline of
over 60% in just 20 years. What used to be seen as a niche species that only those interested in
conservation knew about is now being talked about on national television! Even more positive is the
fact that developers and planners are beginning to plan ahead in adding integral nest boxes in newbuilds and requesting advice on how best to safeguard existing nest sites in older properties. There
is an SNH Swift Guidance Note to help - http://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/03/2017-SNH-Swift-Best-Practice-Advice-Note.pdf
In 2019 the 2nd UK Swift Awareness Week will run from 22nd – 30th June and we have a few events
lined up already:
Throughout the week - visit our RSPB Loch Leven Vane Farm Nature Centre information
desk: Swift Advisory Afternoon Surgeries will take place on Wednesday 19th, Saturday 22nd
and Sunday 30th June.
22nd June: Pitlochry Swift Walk, meet at Pitlochry library at 8.30pm – join us for a guided
walk to see how we are helping re-build the swift population in the area.
28th June: Kinross Swift Walk, meet at Kirkgate Park at 8.30pm – join us for a guided swift
walk at one of the area’s top swift feeding sites.
A copy of the new Tayside Swifts Programme of Events is included in the Recorders’ Day delegates’
pack and can also be downloaded from the What’s On section of www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk.
Find out where UK Swift Awareness Week events are also taking place outwith Tayside – check the
map here: http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com/p/2019-swift-awareness-week.html .
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Tayside BioBlitz 2019 – Can you Help?
Catherine Lloyd
Bird, Bat, Red Squirrel or Badger Walks/Insect Expeditions/ Moth Evenings /Lichen, Bryophyte or
Fungal Forays / Plant Hunts / Pond-dipping / Mini Beast Hunts

Not only is it the Tayside Biodiversity Partnership’s 20th anniversary year, but it is also 20
years since the Tayside Biodiversity Audit was published. In all that time we have quietly
hoped that ‘in the not too distant future’ we might be looking at the setting up of a Tayside
Biodiversity Records Centre. Although we are in a seriously constrained era where funding is
concerned, there is now hope that a Scotland-wide Hub might be considered - and
ultimately funding might be found for more regional hubs to be set up. For more
information about the findings of the Scottish Biodiversity Information Forum Review check
the link here - http://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SBIFReview-Summary-Note.pdf
So how can we best
celebrate the 20 years since
our Biodiversity Audit was
prepared? Could we set up a
series of community
bioblitzes across the region
to add more records to the
National Biodiversity
Network, or indeed to add to
key organisation’s records?
There is a worry that many
organisations will be spread too thinly, especially as so many other BioBlitzes are being
planned these days. However, in the spirit of partnership can we see how many Recorders
and how many organisations are willing to take on just a handful of sites? Not all sites will
be suitable for all recorders so perhaps we do not have to spread ourselves too thinly.
If you are a Recorder, or indeed an NGO or local group which operates in Tayside, please
contact Catherine to let the Partnership know how much you can contribute towards the
20th Anniversary BioBlitzes. It will not be possible to pay any fees, but we can contribute
towards mileage or travel expenses if necessary. We will draw up a “matrix” as to who can
be involved where and advertise a few BioBlitzes throughout the summer and early autumn.
We will also register our details with the NBN 2019 BioBlitz website https://nbn.org.uk/news/register-your-2019-bioblitz/ . If you have a proposal for a site to
explore, please let us know that too. Please email your details to
TaysideBiodiversity@pkc.gov.uk.
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Small Blue Surveyors Urgently Needed in Angus!
Catherine Lloyd
There are some pockets of Small Blue butterfly populations all along the Angus coast and in some
inland spots such as Glamis and Friockheim. We need as many surveyors as possible to “adopt” an
area on a weekly basis for 5 to 6 weeks from the end of May and throughout June. If you are a dog
walker who regularly visits a particular spot, or if you would be willing to visit a site not far from you
please contact us as soon as possible.
There will be a Small Blue survey training day during the weekend of 1st/2nd June at Barry Buddon
and this would still give you time throughout the rest of the month to take on your own patch and
report back any sightings. Please contact either Glyn Edwards at
perthshirebutterflies@eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk or David Lampard at
david.lampard@leisureandculturedundee.comThey can check where best you can undertake your
surveys and provide you with recording forms, etc. There is a Small Blue Factsheet to download via
http://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/2017/04
/10/small-blue-factsheet-2017/

And whilst on the subject of butterfly
recording, if you are interested in helping us
find Grayling or Northern Brown Argus, please
contact Glyn Edwards and he will give you
further details. The Grayling is in flight during
August. This year’s Northern Brown Argus
training day will take place on 7th July. Please
book via
perthshire.butterflies@fireflyuk.net (or tel.
01828 686709) for further information.

Small Blue Butterfly ©C AG Lloyd

The Tayside and Fife Fungal Group (TAFFG)
Jim Cook
The Tayside and Fife Fungal Group is in its 5th year of operations. It was formed as a direct result of
an appeal by Dr Roy Watling at the Tayside Recorders’ Day in 2015. He pointed out that much of the
country already had active Fungal Groups but the largest and most obvious blank space in the
network was in Perthshire, Angus and Fife. Following the event, therefore, a small group of
botanically-minded people got together to form a fungal group to help fill the gap.
The group’s inaugural meeting was held in the same year, thanks to staff at the Dundee Collections
Unit in their Barrack Street Centre. Dick Peebles came across from Glasgow to support and advise
the meeting. A Constitution was prepared for the Tayside and Fife Fungal Group (TAFFG) and a
programme of outings and events developed. On Dick’s advice the new group applied to join the
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British Mycological Society to take advantage of their newsletters, help and advice, as well as their
insurance policy.
Roy Watling gave a fascinating talk on Beatrix Potter and her work on fungi in Central Perthshire and
connection with Charlie Macintosh. Forays in the autumn included a most interesting joint outing
with the South East Scotland Fungal Group, led by Roy Watling to explore and record the
mycologically-rich grounds of the estate at Errol in Perthshire. Significant species discovered
included Lacquered Bracket (Ganoderma lucidum), Dog Stinkhorn (Mutinus caninus) and a tiny
Bird’s-nest fungus (Crucibulum laeve).
Another early outing was a joint foray with Dundee Naturalists’ Society to the Burn Woods, north of
Brechin, where notable finds included Green Earthtongue (Microglossum viride), Snaketongue
truffleclub (Cordyceps ophioglossoides) and the rare Pink Disco (Aleurodiscus wakefieldiae).
Dick Peebles also led the group, along with Clyde & Argyll Fungal Group members who’d trekked
across from the west, to the riches of Tentsmuir Forest in Fife. Species such as Yellow Knight or
Canary fungus (Tricholoma equestre) and Ringed Grisette (Amanita battarea) were identified,
together with a variety of Waxcaps including Butter, Parrot and Blackening (Hygrocybe ceracea,
psittacina and conica), Indigo Pinkgill (Entaloma chalybaeum var chalabaeum), Yellow Fieldcap
(Bolbitius titubans) and Stinking Earthfan (Thelephora palmata). As well as locating and recording a
great range of fungi, all of these and later forays had another important function, that of introducing
a wide variety of species to group members and helping them to identify the fungi reliably in the
future.
In the four years of activity so far, TAFFG has, collectively or individually, explored and recorded a
total of 42 separate locations throughout Perthshire, Angus and Fife, two of them at least annually.
Most were chosen as being known or thought to be ‘good for fungi’, although spells of unusually dry
weather did reduce the variety and numbers found on several occasions. Excellent sites have
proved to be Templeton Woods and Backmuir Woods by Dundee, areas of Tentsmuir forest in north
Fife, Kinnoull Hill and the North Inch in Perth, St Cyrus and Rossie Woods near Montrose, the Black
Wood of Rannoch, Montreathmont Woods and Carsegowniemuir Quarry in Angus, Ericht Woods at
Blairgowrie and Black Spout Woods near Pitlochry, , the banks of the Tay at Dunkeld and north of
Perth, West Woods of Ethie near Arbroath, Den of Alyth in Perthshire, the East Bank of the Tay along
to the east of Perth and along the south bank of the Tay between Wormit and Balmerino.
Notable members of TAFFG include Stevie Smith, Alistair Godfrey, Mel McCrae, Ellis Armstrong, Jeff
Banks, Caley McGillvray and Colin McLeod. Between them they have advised on good sites to
explore, go out exploring and recording for themselves, particularly the common species, find
notable, unusual or even rare species and generally add to knowledge of the numbers and
distribution of fungi in the TAFFG area and around about.
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Golden Bootleg (Phaeolepiota aurea) ©Jim Cook
Common fungi that are recorded on many if not all sites include Tarspot (Rhytisma acerina), Ochre
Brittlegill and the Sickener (Russula ochroleuca and emetica), Slimy and Ugly Milkcaps (Lactarius
blennius and turpis), Common and Amethyst Deceivers (Laccaria laccata and amethystea), Glistening
Inkcap (Coprinellus micaceus), Turkeytail (Coriolus versicolor), Hairy Curtain Crust (Stereum
hirsutum), Birch Bracket (Piptoporus betulinus), Wood Ear (Auricularia auricula-judae), Common
Puffball (Lycoperdon perlatum), and Candlesnuff fungus (Xylaria hypoxylon).
Less often seen species include Crimson and Scarlet Waxcaps (Hycrocybe coccinea and punicea),
Chanterelles (Cantharellus cibarius), Penny Bun or Cep and Scarletina bolete (Boletus edulis and
luridiformis), Green Brittlegill (Russula aeruginea), Slippery Jack and Larch Bolete (Suillus luteus and
grevillei), Dappled Webcap (Cortinarius bolaris), Wood Blewit (Lepista nuda), Fleecy Milkcap
(Lactarius vellereus), Parasol mushroom (Macrolepiota procera), Velvet Shank or Winter Fungus
(Flammulina velutipes), Clouded Funnel (Clitocybe nebularis), Jelly Babies (Leotia lubrica), Stinkhorn
(Phallus impudicus), Yellow Jelly (Tremella mesenterica), Elfin cap (Helvella lacunosa), Hare’s Ear
(Otidea onotica), Blushing Bracket (Dadaeleopsis confragosa) and Oak Bracket (Daedalea quercina).
Species seen only once or twice are such fungi as the Dune Stinkhorn (Phallus hadriani), Golden
Bootleg (Phaeolepiota aurea), Poisonpie (Hebeloma crustuliniforme) and Rosy Spike (Gomphideus
roseus).
If anyone would like to join the Group, they will be made most welcome. Please contact Jim Cook at
jim.strath91@gmail.com .
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2019 Dragonfly Surveys – Help Needed on Key Sites
Daniele Muir, British Dragonfly Society

Common Darter ©Craig MacInnes
Following on from the 2014 Atlas of Dragonflies and Damselflies in Britain and Ireland, the BDS aims
to produce a State of Dragonflies report 2020...and we need your help!
We are currently undergoing one of the greatest periods of change in dragonfly distribution, with a
number of species newly colonising the UK and spreading at an unprecedented rate. At the same
time, climate change is raising interesting questions on an uncertain future for some of our species.
In response to this, the BDS plans to release a State of Dragonflies Report 2020, with trend analysis
revealing how our breeding species have fared since release of the Atlas.
All you need to do is give us a list of all the adult dragonfly species you see during your visits to a
wetland site, which gives us the data needed to produce robust trend analyses. Complete Lists
should be carried out in warm, dry weather
between May and September, although lists made
in less ideal conditions can still be useful. No
equipment is needed except a notebook, pencil
and binoculars or a camera for any far off dragons!
Make sure you walk around the site fully, covering
those areas, such as pools and streams, where
dragonflies and damselflies might be breeding.
There are many great sites for dragonflies in &
around Tayside – we have Hotspots at Crombie
Country Park near Carnoustie, Morton Lochs near
Tayport, and Trottick Mill Ponds in Dundee. If you
would like to adopt a site to carry out regular
recording and are not sure where to start, please
contact Daniele on daniele.muir@britishdragonflies.org.uk. More info can be found on the
BDS website at: https://britishdragonflies.org.uk/content/state-dragonflies-2020
Damselfly mating ©Craig MacInnes
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Bessie Ducker and the Dighty Connect(ion).
Ken Slater
Bessie Ducker, a country name for the dipper, is a starling-sized bird that is unique among passerines
for its aquatic habits. It is a common sight along many of Tayside’s burns and rivers, including the
Dighty Burn. Since December 2014, volunteers with Dighty Connect have been assisting Tay Ringing
Group members Mike Nicol and Ken Slater in their Angus Dipper Retrapping Adults for Survival (RAS)
Project. The project aims to determine the longevity in local Dippers; their mate and site fidelity and
the dispersal of juvenile birds. The study area encompasses the catchments of the Lunan, Brothock,
Elliot and Dighty Waters and the Craigmill Burn. These rivers and their tributaries may contain in
excess of 40 Dipper territories.
Thus far, 431 Dippers have been
captured. Each bird, as well as being
fitted with a British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO) metal ring, carries
a unique combination of three plastic
colour rings to make them easily
identifiable in the field. The project
has found that the majority of nest
sites are on or under man-made
structures, such as bridges.
Males tend to establish a territory on
average within 5km of where they
were born; females move greater
distances. The furthest movement
was by a female, ringed as a nestling
Dipper being ringed ©Ken Slater
on the Lundie Burn (a tributary of the
Dighty) and subsequently retrapped on the Elliot Water by Arbroath - a distance of 31km! In
addition, the oldest known bird in the study is a female, who when last seen was 6 years and 119
days old. Moreover, although the majority of dippers are mate and territory faithful there have been
several instances of a bigamous male; at one point he covered a combined territory length of 2km.
There have also been two confirmed cases of ‘divorce’: the established pair ‘split’ and, in each case,
the female found a new territory and mate. One female ousted the ‘widow’ of her original mate and
moved, with her new mate, back to her old territory.
The project is still in its early days and we
are looking forward to learning more
about these fascinating birds. In addition,
Dighty Connect volunteers, supported by
Tay Ringing Group member Ken Slater,
have been providing data for a national
pilot on Blue Tits. The group have been
ringing blue tits during November and
February at a site by the Dighty Burn and
checking the feather moult of juveniles.
This pilot project will hopefully provide
useful information about a correlation (or
Blue tit to be ringed ©Nicole Pearson
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lack of) between feather moult and survival.
Thanks go to the staff at Dighty Connect for their continued support, and to the many Citizen Science
volunteers who have helped and continue to help in the project - the current team being Mick Hunt,
Davie Blake, Heather Barnes, Marc MacFarlane and Kathleen Reid.

Scottish Biodiversity Information Forum
The long-awaited Review has now been completed towards transforming Scotland’s biological
recording infrastructure – covering Scotland’s land, freshwaters and seas. This was a collaboration of
16 government and non-government bodies, and involved interviews with 42 organisations. There
were nearly 300 public questionnaire responses and four workshops attended by 39 organisations
(one of these being the Tayside Biodiversity Partnership).
The Review studied the collection, management and use
of wildlife data to improve our knowledge of
biodiversity. It recognises the need to improve
geographical and taxonomic data coverage, and ensure
that information is sufficiently up-to-date and accessible
to inform action for the people and wildlife of Scotland.
The Review makes 24 recommendations grouped by five
outcomes, underpinned by a costed business case.
Running through the SBIF Review is a sense of
partnership to ensure a resilient and inclusive
information infrastructure can be built on skills,
technology and endeavour. It is seen as a solution to
knowledge needs across government and the wider
society, as well as a route to physical and mental health
and enjoyment.
The next step is to discuss the Recommendations with
all interested parties to identify how best to implement
an improved biodiversity information infrastructure by
2025. To be kept in touch with progress, contact Rachel
Tierney via rtierney@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk.
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A New Way to Celebrate our Success: Past and Present
Edward Dillon
Tayside Biodiversity celebrated the beginning of its 20th birthday in December 2018 at the Battleby
Conference Centre. Whilst the event was a celebration of the Partnership’s history and past success
the day also had a very strong element of looking forward.
This forward-thinking was represented in the launch of the Partnerships “Prezi” webpage. Prezi is an
online cross between a PowerPoint presentation and a storyboard. It takes the place of what would
have been a printed celebratory booklet in years gone by but the Prezi can cover this and a whole lot
more!

The opening page of our Prezi, showing the partnerships working area and it’s working groups.
To explain Prezi it’s easiest to simply explain how you access it. First you follow the provided link to a
webpage and are met with the screen shown above. The icons representing the Partnership’s main
habitats and Working Groups are placed against a background map of the Partnership’s working
area. There is also a central icon in white which gives a general introduction to the Tayside
Biodiversity Partnership itself. By clicking on any of these icons, you can find out further information
about these habitats and bring up new “satellite” icons which detail projects undertaken in those
habitats.
The details placed inside these icons can take the form of short articles or mini video interviews
made by the people who were involved in the projects themselves.
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The idea is that this Prezi will provide interest and information to both people who’ve never heard of
the Partnership and those who have worked in partnership for years. It also reflects the
collaborative action that has been so crucial to the Partnership’s success all these years. As this idea
progresses, the Prezi also can be updated as new projects occur.
We are hoping this will be an interactive and engaging way to celebrate our history and one that can
be accessed for years to come. The Prezi webpage can be found at the link below:
https://prezi.com/view/cEeZ4w0ENGXwO4Vnkjzb/
The most important aspect, however, is that YOU can contribute! If there has been any project or
work you have done with the Partnership over its 20 years that you think should be remembered or
reported on, then please let us know. If any project or initiative contributed to the 1st Edition Tayside
Biodiversity Action Plan (2002-15) or is now contributing directly to the 2nd Edition TBAP (2016-2026)
we want to share its news!
Email us at edillon@pkc.gov.uk or taysidebiodiversity@pkc.gov.uk by the end of April and we can
discuss how best to represent the project and help you put something together.

Museum updates
Dundee Museums and Art Galleries
The McManus galleries provide fascinating natural history exhibits and a deep insight into Dundee’s
history. There is also opportunity for “behind the scenes tours” giving you the chance to see
collections not normally shown to the public! Details and dates of tours can be found on the
website: http://www.mcmanus.co.uk/content/galleries-displays/galleries

Angus Museums
Angus has eight museums and galleries for you to visit: listed here - www.angus.gov.uk/museums/. If
looking for a particular history fix however, why not visit the Glen Esk Folk Museum? Learn about the
lives people led in Angus over the centuries and how important the connection with the land was to
them. Featuring extensive collections of domestic and agricultural artefacts and reconstructed
rooms it offers a unique opportunity to learn about the lives of “glenners” past and present. For
more information see: http://www.gleneskretreat.scot/museum/

Perth Museum & Art Gallery
In Perth Museum there is enough to interest anyone, from portraits and photographs to meteorites
and Miss Ballantyne’s salmon. Learn about local history in the Beginnings Gallery, explore the
natural history of the area in Wild and Wonderful, or view a range artwork including portraits by
John Everett Millais.
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The museum also holds large and important collections of zoological, botanical and geological
material. In numerical terms this is the largest part of the collection with 150,000 specimens. It is the
6th largest collection of natural history in Scotland.
The schedule of temporary exhibitions regularly changes so there no excuse not to keep going back.
Details of upcoming exhibitions can be found at: http://www.culturepk.org.uk/whatson-searchresults/?venue=Perth+Museum+and+Art+Gallery&event=exhibitions-and-displays

Ten-spotted Pot Beetle Surveys in Perthshire during 2017 and 2018
Scott Shanks
Pot beetles are a charismatic group of leaf beetles (family Chrysomelidae) with unusual larval
behavior. Female pot beetles coat each of their eggs with a layer of waxy faeces, which helps
prevent predation. The larvae generally feed on fallen leaves beneath their food plant, adding their
own droppings to the expanding pot, before eventually pupating in it. Of the 19 species of pot
beetles currently found in the UK, eleven have been recorded in Scotland and eight of these have
conservation designations.
The Ten-spotted pot beetle (Cryptocephalus decemmaculatus) is yellow with black spots (although
some variation in colour can occur). Adults feed on sallows (Salix specied) growing in damp boggy
habitat with Sphagnum mosses. They have very poor mobility. The species is currently only known
from two sites in the UK: Wybunbury Moss in Cheshire and Camghouran in the Black Wood of
Rannoch, in Perthshire. A survey in 1999 estimated that around 60m2 of suitable habitat remained at
Camghouran.
During 2017 and 2018, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) provided funding to deliver identification
workshops and surveys as part of Buglife’s ‘Spotting Pot Beetles’ project which focused on rare pot
beetles and their leaf beetle relatives.
In July 2017, a survey day with volunteers found seven adult beetles (two females and five males) in
a sheltered sunny clearing just west of the Allt Camghouran. They were all swept from a small cluster
of dwarf Eared sallows (Salix aurita) approximately 6m2 in size. A search of the surrounding area
found that sallows were very infrequent and generally shaded and/ or browsed by deer.
Returning to the same clearing in July 2018 we found that the dwarf sallows had been heavily
browsed and trampled by deer over the winter, and no adult pot beetles were recorded there. Over
the weekend volunteers and Buglife staff searched eight OS 1km squares and mapped the location
of sallows that we encountered. Most of the sallows had been browsed by deer however a short
section of suitable habitat was discovered along a powerline wayleave just south of the C450 Bridge
of Gaur - Kinloch Rannoch Road. Six adult beetles were found in total (one female and five males) in
two different 1km squares, including a new square for the species.
Buglife hope to work with SNH, The Finnart Estate and other local landowners to protect remaining
habitat for this charismatic spotty beetle in 2019.
For more information please contact Dr Scott Shanks, Buglife Scotland, Ballan House, 24 Allan Park,
Stirling, FK8 2QG. scott.shanks@buglife.org.uk.
For more information on the project: https://www.buglife.org.uk/spotting-pot-beetles
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Ten-spotted pot beetles at Black Wood of Rannoch ©Scott Shanks

Records Needed for the Urban Flora of Scotland Project
A data base of the urban flora of Scottish towns and cities is being created. This is not a trivial
undertaking – it is a long term project that may take ten years. Remarkably, a square kilometre of a
town or city usually contains far more species than the same area of woodland or open
moorland. Discoveries are made in unexpected places - city streets, urban coastal habitats and
brown field sites are especially fruitful. All plants are recorded, including fungi as ‘honorary plants’.
The project can verify records, but it is useful if photographic records are also made to crossreference findings.
There is a need to demonstrate the botanical changes brought about by climate warming, urban
development and the inevitable escape of garden species – and also because there is an urgent need
to raise awareness of plants and their ecology to local communities. So far, 22 registered recorders
have made 21,000 records, and found 1,497 species (including, algae, ferns, lichens and mosses) but
more records and more recorders are needed in 2019.
Recording plants has got easier as grid references are freely available from mobile phone apps and
there are books and on-line tools to help with identification. There is a programme of field visits
advertised via http://www.botanical-society-scotland.org.uk and there are opportunities to link with
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other groups, including local natural history societies. If you prefer to work alone you may wish to
collect data around where you live or when you are travelling or taking holidays. You could “adopt a
town” or just a set of streets and work as an independent recorder. There is a brief registration form
to complete online – check http://www.botanical-society-scotland.org.uk/node/356.

Bordered Brown Lacewing
Alasdair Lemon
The Bordered brown lacewing (Megalomus hirtus) belongs to the Family Hemerobiidae (Order
Neuroptera) which includes the brown lacewings. This species is found throughout northern and
central Europe but has a very restricted distribution within the UK as it is only found in Scotland. The
Bordered brown lacewing is associated with Wood sage (Teucrium scorodonia) and it is thought to
feed on aphids associated with this plant.
In 2015, Mike Smith (an intern with Buglife) surveyed Holyrood Park in Edinburgh and sites with
historical records, including Blackford Hill in Edinburgh and St. Cyrus NNR in Angus, for the Bordered
brown lacewing; this project was funded by People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES). During the
project Mike discovered a single specimen of the lacewing on Arthur’s Seat and unfortunately no
lacewings were recorded at St. Cyrus NNR or Blackford Hill.
Buglife have since had
funding from Scottish
Natural Heritage to
resurvey Holyrood Park in
Edinburgh (four survey
days), St. Cyrus NNR (one
survey day) and Blackford
Hill (one survey day).
Surveys for the species took
place with the help of
volunteers from May to
August in 2018. As well as
running six surveys, we also
had funding to run three
training workshops to
introduce people to
lacewings and their allies
(Scorpionflies, Snakeflies
and Alderflies). These
Bordered Brown Lacewing (Megalomus hirtus) ©Suzanne Burgess
workshops provided advice
in how to identify different species, how to survey for them, monitor populations and record
species.
A workshop and survey were held at St. Cyrus NNR on the 16th and 17th of July. Seven people
attended the workshop on the 16th and three people attended the survey on the 17th. Although the
weather was warm and dry during both days we were unsuccessful in finding any specimens of the
Bordered brown lacewing. Other invertebrates were recorded during the two days.
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During the six surveys this year, a total of 14 adult Bordered brown lacewings were recorded only
during two of them at Holyrood Park in June. Due to the very warm and dry late spring and early
summer this may have reduced the period that the lacewings were active which has been observed
with other species of invertebrates this year.
Although we were only successful in finding the lacewing at Holyrood Park, another exciting record
for this species was identified this year. Thanks to Dr. Nick Littlewood who found an adult at a site in
Muchalls near Aberdeen (another area it had historically been recorded) in early July on Wood sage.
In total 15 Bordered brown lacewings were recorded at two sites in Scotland this year which is
fantastic news for this species!
Buglife are currently applying to get further funding to revisit St. Cyrus in 2019 as well as other sites
along the east coast of Scotland.
For more information please contact Alasdair Lemon (Alasdair.lemon@buglife.org.uk), Buglife
Scotland, Ballan House, 24 Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG - https://www.buglife.org.uk/borderedbrown-lacewing

Tayside Biodiversity Partnership
With the launch of the 2nd Edition Tayside Biodiversity Action Plan in 2016, a new monitoring system
has been set up so that the 586 individual actions can be reported upon. This will be undertaken by
the different Working Groups shown below.
Working Groups:
Water & Wetland
Coastal & Marine
Farmland & Upland (including
Barn Owl Interest Group)
Urban & Built Environment
Woodland
People & Communications
Species Interest Groups:
Tayside Swifts

Leader:
Kate Baird
Kelly Ann Dempsey
Carol Littlewood

Contact:
kate.baird@sepa.org.uk
DempseyK@angus.gov.uk
carol@littlewoodlandcare.co.uk

Craig Borland
Mike Strachan and Tim
Goucher
Polly Pullar
Leader:
Daniele Muir and Catherine
Lloyd

forfarloch@angus.gov.uk;
Mike.strachan@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Tim.Goucher@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
pollypullar@yahoo.co.uk
Contact:
DMuir@taysideswifts.co.uk
caglloyd@pkc.gov.uk
Facebook page - Tayside Swifts
perthshirebutterflies@eastscotlandbutterflies.org.uk
taysideamphibians@yahoo.co.uk or
caglloyd@pkc.gov.uk
Facebook page - Tayside Amphibians and
Reptiles

Small Blue Butterfly

Glyn Edwards

Tayside Amphibian & Reptile
Group (TayARG)

Daniele Muir and Catherine
Lloyd

16

New members are always welcome, either as a “consultee” if you cannot attend meetings but wish
to find out more, or as a full member if you can attend meetings two or three times a year. Please
contact the Working Group Leader direct for further details.
As we move into our full 20th anniversary year, we will be reviewing how we obtain our funding,
what projects we want to take forward to contribute towards actions in the 2nd Edition Action Plan –
and what businesses we want to engage with.
We are keen to expand our fledgling Business Biodiversity Champions and will soon be widening the
Angus Species & Habitat Champions initiative to Perth and Kinross too. In Angus we are very
fortunate to have the support of 15 local councillors who have signed up as Species Champions. We
are about to expand our School Species Champions list too. If you would like to be part of any of
these initiatives, please contact Catherine at caglloyd@pkc.gov.uk.
In the meantime, with Andrew Barbour’s retiral from being the Chair of the Tayside Biodiversity
Partnership we will be looking for a new independent Chair. There is an “advert” on the home page
of www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk.

Dennis Dick
We were honoured to welcome three of our ex-Chairs to the 20th anniversary celebrations last
December, but the one person who was missing was Dennis Dick, our Chair from 2010 to 2014. He
was sadly too ill to join us, but as ever sent his best wishes. A well-known and very knowledgeable
orator, it seemed particularly cruel for Dennis to be struck down with Motor Neurone Disease, but in
his inimitable style he embraced the latest speech technology to ease the devastating symptoms.
Dennis died on 3rd February and his loss will be felt very widely. He was a wonderful ambassador for
both biodiversity itself and the Biodiversity Partnerships across Scotland. His MBE was richly
deserved and we will always be grateful to him for raising awareness of our work at all levels. Before
he retired from the Partnership he penned a short article which can be downloaded here:
https://www.raggeduniversity.co.uk/2014/01/26/importance-biodiversity-role-biodiversitypartnerships-scotland-dennis-dick/
Dennis was born in Dundee and although his work took him to England for a long time, he returned
to live, first in Angus, then in Perth and finally in Edinburgh. His final resting place will be in a green
burial site in East Lothian.
The Partnership is planning to plant a number of trees in places he loved – if you would like to
contribute to this Fund, please contact Catherine as soon as possible at caglloyd@pkc.gov.uk.
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Save the Date for 2020!
The date for the 13th Tayside Recorders’ Day will be 21st March 2020 (Perth Museum) – check the
“What’s On” section of www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk for further details.
Useful International and National Websites:


http://www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk/ - gives details about the Scottish Biodiversity
Strategy, the Biodiversity Duty for Public Bodies (Nature Conservation Scotland Act 2004)
and the Scottish Biodiversity List



http://www.cbd.int/2011-2020/ - United Nations Decade on Biodiversity



http://www.brisc.org.uk - Biological Recording in Scotland



http://www.scottishgeology.com - Scottish Geology Forum
With thanks to all contributors to this Bulletin
The 2019 Bulletin was compiled and edited by Edward Dillon
for the Tayside Recorders’ Forum: March 2019
All photographs and logos are © and have been used with permission
This issue, together with past issues, can be downloaded from www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk
If you would like extra paper copies for an event, please contact caglloyd@pkc.gov.uk

If you would like to contribute an article to the 2020 Tayside Recorders’ Bulletin, please send details
to taysidebiodiversity@pkc.gov.uk or contact Catherine direct at caglloyd@pkc.gov.uk. This is YOUR
Bulletin so please use it to tell others about your local surveys, any help you need or any training you
can offer. The deadline for the 2020 Bulletin will be 31st January 2020.
Don’t forget to share your surveying news with the Tayside Wildlife Recorders’ Facebook page –
Facebook pages: Tayside Wildlife Recorders / Tayside Biodiversity / Tayside Swifts / Tayside Amphibians & Reptiles
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